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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story high, two bay wide row house stands isolated now that all flanking
houses on Hughes Street have been demolished. Built of brick laid in running bond,
the structure is a "half-house": one room deep, the structure was to be built with
an addition, to result in a two room deep, gable roofed residence. This house has
only a one story backbuilding of recent vintage. Thus the main house has a shed, or
half-gabled roof.

Built without a cellar, the entrance, on the right side, is at ground level. First
floor lintels are flat, of running brick. Second floor lintels are of wood. All
front windows have brick sills. The brick cornice is composed of a double row of
headers projecting from the facade. The squat chimney rises flush from the middle
of the left party wall.

The rear wall of the house rises high to meet what would have been planned to be the
roof's peak. At the first floor level, the one story, shed roofed (the pitch is so
slight as to be nearly flat) concrete block addition extends between high, stepped,
concrete block party walls. The addition is as wide as the main house. The entrance
is in the center of the rear wall, with a single window to the right.

A slim, concrete block chimney rises from the right side, and runs up the high rear
wall of the main houses. At the second floor level a small window opening has a
brick sill and wooden lintel. A larger opening to the right, convertible to a door-
way has a wooden sill and lintel. The house is currently owned by the city, and
all openings have been boarded with the standard, red-painted plywood.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The smallest house in Sharp-leadenhall, this vernacular brick structure stands on
one of several parcels of land sold by Benjamin Chew Howard, son and heir of John
The last structure of its size
and type to stand in the area, buildings such as these housed the first black home
owners who moved south from the Otterbein area, beginning about 1835.

Eager Howard, to black workers in the late 1830's.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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